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Askari, S. H., — An Unknown phase of Mughal-Koch
Relations (Based on a newly discovered Persian Manu-
script). In No. 1222, pp. 139-148.	[267
The writer discovered an old, incomplete, and damaged Persian
manuscript containing more than 70 letters throwing light on the actvities
of the Mughal officials in Koch Bihar in the last few years of Aurangzeb's
reign. Fourteen of these letters are summarised in this paper.
	 Nawab Munir-ud-Dowla; A Minister of Shah Alam
JBOR8.   XXVII, pp. 187-220.	[268
A brief life-history of the Persian noble who was in service of
Alatngir and Shah Alam, and shows that though an able officer, he had
harmed the Mughal cause by his policy of appeasing the East India
Company.
Avasthy, R. S.,—The Delay in Humayun's Accession: An
Explanation. JUPHS. XIV, Pt. 1, pp. 58-65.	[269
Critically reviews the two standpoints—whether Humayun was present
or absent from Agra at the time of death of his father, the Emperor
Babar. Concludes that the delay was due to his absence from Agra and
not to the conspiracy which had already fizzled out earlier.
Banerji, S. K.,—Humayun Badshah, Vol. IL pp. xvi + 444,
Maxwell Company, Lucknow, 1941.	[270
The first volume was published   in   1939.    See   ABHI
No. 899,
" An honest and reasonable study of a stormy but significant period and
of a peace-loving cultured gentleman unfortunately called upon to play
the warrior king. In this volume Humayun appears in a more pleasing
light. Gone were his earlier lethargy, unaccountable fits of cruelty and
sentimentalism, irresponsibility and irresolution, and we now find in him
a man of action,-—energetic, firm and calculating. Whether his non-
sectarianism was dictated merely by his own self-interest or was the
expression of a genuine catholicity of mind (I wish the author had
developed this point a little more fully), his remarks on p. 355 would
imply that his profession of Shia faith was a diplomatic conformism
but on p. 128 he is suggested to have had no deep sectarian attachment.
	The latter part of the book deals with a variety of interesting topics.
A discussion on Akbar's childhood brings to light what I believe has not
been properly stressed, namely his indebtedness to the tradition of
culture and liberalism created by his father and grandfather " A. B*
HabibullahJHQ. XVIll,pp. 284-286.
" The author has utlised several sources which were not available to
Erskine when he wrote on the subject in 1854:......The writer throws
some new light on certain political topics among which may be men-
tioned the following:—(I) Humayun's dealings with Shah Tahmasp,
(2) Maldeo's attitude towards the Mughals and Sher Shah, (3) The reason
that led to Kamran's defeat at the hands of his brother, and (4) Humayun's
final victory over the Afghans-" Radha Kumud Hookerj, JUPHS. XIV,
Pt, 2, pp. 128—129.

